
2020 Advent Stories 
 

Adapted from Aaron J. Lindloff 
(Peace of Christ Church, Westmont, IL)  

 

 

Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for both the celebration 

of Jesus’ birth and his return to fully restore all of creation. 

It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and leads up to Christmas day. 

 



 

To Tell These Stories You Will Need: 

● Advent wreath with 5 candles (3 purple or blue, 1 pink, 1 white) 

● Matches or lighter for wreath (matches preferred) 
● Paper Mache or Cardboard boxes with lids of various sizes (2 large, 3 medium, about 5 

small boxes) 
● 20 adult wooden figures (available at a craft store/online as “peg people” or “peg dolls”) 
● 3-5 child wooden figures (mini/small “peg people”) 
● Felt in several colors: 1 large green, 1-2 medium green, 1 large blue, 1 brown (to make 

tent), 1 large tan (desert), 1 medium red, 2 white felt robes for angel figures, and 1 
(optional) gray 

● At least 6 Puff balls in various colors for animals (must have at least a couple white, 3 
tan/brown, 1 optional gray or brown) 

● Small amount of twine for 2 angel belts 
● 1 gold pipe cleaner “crown” 
● 1 aluminum foil “armor” 
● 1 optional giant wooden figure (we can just put a large adult figure on a box) 
● Toothpicks (1 for a spear for Saul and toothpicks to build altar) 
● Small wooden cubes 
● Small stones/Pebbles 
● Small cup and spoon (for Elijah’s altar) 
● 2 Evergreen branches (you can make do with 1 if needed) 
● Beige clay (for pregnant bellies and Zechariah’s mouth) 
● 3 tiny objects (3 tiny boxes) to represent wise men gifts and Abraham’s possessions 
● Small sticks to prop up Abraham and Sarah’s tent 
● A stack of books or boxes to build a mountain (for the story “Israel Taken to Assyria”) 
● A waterproof covering for the mountain of books (like a plastic bag or cutting board) 

 

These materials can be found 
on Amazon or in craft stores 
like Hobby Lobby. You can also 
substitute materials for similar 
items that you already have 
around the house (like legos 
or little people for the peg 
people). It would be good to 
have unique items that are set 
aside for this purpose, if 
possible. If you have questions 
about materials, feel free to 
contact Ryan Donoho 
(ryan@thetableindy.org). 
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Introduction 

We hope this resource can help us connect together as families and as a church family. It can 

also draw us deeper into the season of Advent. Practices like these can become beloved family 

traditions that children look forward to each year. 

Passing down stories from one generation to the next is an important practice that helps form 

us into a people with a shared identity. It’s an ancient practice that we often don’t make time 

for in our hurried modern life. These stories from Scripture become a part of our story. We 

learn to hope and long for peace, joy, and love along with the people in these stories. Advent 

seems like a particularly helpful season to get in touch with as we wait for this pandemic to 

pass. 

 

How to use this book... 

1. Allow children to participate to the degree they are able. Some might be able to help 

light candles or blow out the match. Some might be able to memorize and say the 

opening phrase when we’re lighting candles. Some might be able to read and do some 

of the storytelling. 

2. Read through the story at least once so you’re familiar with the story and not reading it 

cold while telling the story. It’s also a good idea to do a practice run with the materials. 

3. Gather your needed materials and set them in place for the story. 

4. Pray in preparation- We tell these stories again and again because we want them to 

come to life in our kids hearts & imaginations! We also tell them to ourselves – we are a 

forgetful people! We need to regraft ourselves into the power of God’s faithfulness. 

5. When presenting the story, speak slowly and contemplatively, with wonder. 

6. Ask questions. 

 

Additional Resources 

The stories will be recorded by folks from The Table and uploaded to our Vimeo channel “2020 

Advent Stories” (https://vimeo.com/channels/1653906 ). 

You can download this booklet and find out more about our Advent Stories practice on The 

Table’s website ( https://www.thetableindy.org/stories-for-advent/ ). 
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Week One: HOPE           Night 1 

Jesus Ascends into Heaven 
(Acts 1) 

 

How do you feel in the dark?  (Wait for answers.) 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. 

The first candle of Advent is hope. What is hope? “I hope I get a new doll, a new Xbox….” That’s 
more like a wish, or wishful thinking. “I wish it would snow.” It would be nice, but might not 
happen. But Christian hope is when you are sure something will happen. Something good. 

Do you know what the opposite of hope is? Despair. Despair is when you think nothing good 
will ever happen. Have you ever been in despair? Sometimes people despair when life gets 
dark. When people’s hopes are dashed. 

(Place Jesus on a box, and place 12 figures around him.) 

Jesus had filled his followers with hope for a glorious future in his kingdom. But their hopes 
were dashed when he died and was buried. 

(Place Jesus under a box. Then bring him out and begin making a mountain of boxes. 
Place Jesus on the mountain with 11 disciples around him, one less than before.) 

But of course their hopes were renewed when he was raised from the dead! For forty days 
after his resurrection, Jesus walked with his followers, telling them about the kingdom, until 
one day he took them up a mountain. I wonder how his followers felt up there? Excited for 
another amazing mountaintop experience with Jesus? Or nervous? He had been acting 
strange….  

After some silence, one of the disciples asked aloud what everybody was thinking: “Lord? Is 
now the time? Are you going to set up your kingdom now? Here, on this mountain?” 

There was a pause. Everyone leaned in for Jesus’ answer. “When is not important,” Jesus said. 
“When is not your concern. My Father knows when the time is right. You…are to wait. Wait for 
the Holy Spirit to come. Wait until he leads you. Then you will teach the whole world about me. 
I will come back. My Father has given me all authority in heaven and on earth. I will come back. 
Yes, your king will return. Just wait.” 

As he was saying this, a strange wind began to blow. 
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● matches 
● 15 people (2 with white felt robes & belts) 

● 3-4 boxes of graduated sizes 



 

(Invite the kids to make wind noises. Lift Jesus figure up slowly, higher and higher.) 

Gently Jesus’ body was lifted from the ground. Like he was hovering. Then rising. Higher and 
higher. Up above the birds. Into a cloud. And was gone. His followers kept staring up into the 
sky. Until their necks hurt. 

(Place two white figures next to the crowd.) 

After a while, someone noticed two strangers standing by, in white robes. “Why are you 
standing here staring at the sky?” one of them asked. They were angels. The other said, “This 
same Jesus will come back down just like he went up. So go, do what he said.” 

(Move disciples back to Jerusalem, on a box.) 

The disciples returned to their rented room in Jerusalem and waited for the Spirit to come. 

(If you wish, offer each child a match. They light them from the hope candle and rest 
them above the heads of the figures.) 

And the Spirit rested on each of them, filled them, lived in them, and empowered them to 
preach the good news about King Jesus. 

(Blow out matches. Spread figures around.) 

All their lives they blessed others with the good news. All the while, waiting for their King to 
come. And you know, he never did. But their hopes were not dashed. Because when was not 
important. Because God had lit a fire in their hearts, a light in their darkness, that could never 
be put out. 

Do you have hope like that? Can you wait for the Lord in the dark? If so, let’s sing this together. 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week One: HOPE          Night 2 

The Watchful Servant 
(Luke 12) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. 

(Place 1 large box as a house and 1 large box on its side for a stable. Set four figures near 
the house/box. Set one apart from the other 3 as Jesus/master.) 

Before Jesus was lifted up to heaven, he told his disciples that he would be leaving. He said he 
was like a master going on a long journey. The master gathered his servants and told them he 
did not know when he would return. But they had to work hard while he was gone. 

(Move the Jesus figure out of sight.) 

After he left, the servants worked hard... For a while. 

(Place green felt for a field. Move a figure to the field.) 

This servant was in charge of the fields. After five years, his master still wasn’t back. So he 
decided to work less, and take longer breaks. After all, the master would never know. In a few 
more years, he stopped working entirely. He just slept. 

(Set this lazy figure on its side, as if sleeping. Then gesture to the next figure.) 

This servant was in charge of the master’s house. But the master had been gone for twenty 
years! He thought he would never come back. So he found the master’s safe and stole all of his 
money. He made the servants work for him instead! 

(Set the proud figure on top of the house, in a box lid for a bed.) 

He slept in the master bedroom, and washed in the master bathroom. He bossed everyone 
around because he was rich. 

(Place the third figure next to the box on its side as a stable. Add a small box as a 
manger. Add puff ball animals. Pretend the figure is working with the animals.) 
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● matches 
● green felt for the field  
● 2 big boxes– 1 for house, 1 for stable 
● 2 small box lids - for a bed & manger 

● 4 people figures as main characters 
● a handful more to be servants & 

crowd with Jesus  
● puff ball animals including white horse 



 

This servant was in charge of the stables and animals. After fifty years, the master had still not 
returned. But he kept working hard, kept caring for the master’s sheep, cows, and horses. He 
cleaned the stables, refilled the mangers. He cared for the animals. 

(Bring back the Jesus figure on a white puff ball. Eventually, put him next to the stables.) 

Finally, when no one expected it, the master came back. He was riding on a white horse. And 
following him was a great crowd of people. The master came up to the servant overseeing the 
stables. He was old and gray now, but full of life and happy to see his master. Do you know 
what the master did? 

(Move the faithful servant and Jesus together towards the house.) 

He hugged him and welcomed him into his mansion. He gave him a beautiful room. He invited 
him to share the finest food and drink in his dining room. He treated the servant like a son. 

Do you know what he did to the other men? 

(Move two other figures far away from the house.) 

He fired them. He sent them away and told them never to come back.  

Which servant was ready for his master to return? How was he staying ready? 

What about you? How can you be ready for Jesus to return? What has the master put you in 
charge of? 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week One: HOPE          Night 3 

Rising to Meet the Lord 
(1 Thessalonians 4) 

*Note to parents: You may want to prepare for this story by listening to N.T. Wright describe 
what is going on in this story, especially if you anticipate that you may have children asking you 
questions about flying in the air with Jesus. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqYHeBdMqvU  

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. 

(Lay several figures on their sides and several standing.) 

Do you know who these people are? 

They have died. They have been buried or turned to dust. 

Some Christians were sad about their loved ones dying. They wondered if they would ever see 
them again. The Apostle Paul wrote to them, saying, “You don’t need to worry. You don’t need 
to be sad without hope. For we believe that Jesus died, too, but he rose to new life! 

And when Jesus comes back, the Christians who have died... 

(Hold Jesus figure high. Gather up the “dead” figures and slowly lift them up. Invite a 
smaller child to hold them up for you.) 

... will be the first to rise. 

And then we who are still alive when Jesus comes... 

(Invite another child to lift up the standing figures.) 

...will rise up with them. 

(Bring Jesus down slowly from the sky to meet the others.) 

And together we will all meet the Lord in the air! With great rejoicing, all Christians living and 
resurrected will meet with Jesus and parade together to his kingdom on Earth. We’ll have a big 
party as we celebrate getting to live together with Jesus. 

(Bring Jesus and the others down to earth.) 
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● matches 
● several people (8/9) - You can put a pipe cleaner crown on the Jesus figure 



 

Jesus will establish his kingdom on Earth with justice, making all things right and good; and we 
will all get to live with him there forever! That is our greatest hope! 

Besides Jesus, is there anyone who has died that you want to see? 

(Tell them who you want to see, too. E.g., Moses, Peter, dead relative, Mother Theresa.) 

Can you imagine meeting with Jesus and everyone else? 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week One: HOPE          Night 4 

The Rider on a White Horse 
(Revelation 17-19) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. 

(Place a large blue cloth down on one side of the table. Place a smaller green or brown 
cloth on top of the blue cloth.) 

Do you know what this is? An island. 

(Place figure on island.) 

And this is one of Jesus’ disciples. His name is John. John loved Jesus, but the Roman rulers did 
not. So they put him on this island, as a kind of jail. And here Jesus spoke from heaven. He 
showed John many terrible things. But some wonderful things, too. John saw... 

(In a space far from the island, place an array of figures.) 

... a world full of evil. A time when people have forgotten God. 

(After each problem, place one of these figures on its side, to show death.) 

Everywhere there is disease, hunger, earthquakes, lack of water, scorching heat. Some people 
blame it all on God. They don’t realize how they themselves have contributed to these 
problems. They don’t realize that God loves them and wants to help them. 

(Huddle a few figures together.) 

They blame Christians, too. They won’t let Christians buy food at the store. 

(Put a medium box open on it’s side. Move the group of Christians into the box.) 

Some have to hide in caves to keep safe. The clouds become so black and thick that no one can 
see the sun anymore. Even in the daytime it’s dark outside. 

(Create several clusters of figures as armies.) 
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● matches  
● white puff ball horse 
● felt: blue & green (or brown) 
● 1 medium box 

● 16-18 people 
1 with white felt robes & twine belts  

○ 1 with gold pipe cleaner crown  (Jesus)  



 

All the armies of Earth gather for one final war. It looks like the whole world will be destroyed. 
Just when it seems there is no hope, no light in the darkness.... 

The black clouds rip open, and glorious light shines down! It’s been dark so long, that everyone 
is blinded by the sunlight. When their eyes finally adjust, they see… 

(Hold white fur ball high in the air.) 

the most wonderful, yet terrifying, sight—a horse! A white horse flying down from heaven. 

(Place a figure on the white horse with a gold pipe cleaner crown.) 

Its rider is too bright to look at for more than a second. In that one second you can see he 
wears a long white robe and, somehow, he has fit many crowns on his head. His name is... 

King of kings and Lord of lords! 

Behind him, a million more horses fly down, with riders cheering, “Glory to the Lamb!” 

(Remove all figures but John, but add an angel figure with a white robe and belt.) 

Suddenly there was an angel next to John, who said, “All this will surely happen.” 

All John could say to that was, “Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus.” Let’s all say that together now. 

“Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus.” 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week One: HOPE          Night 5 

God Calls Abraham 
(Genesis 12) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. 

(Lay tan cloth, and start placing figures.) 

Long ago, before Jesus was born, before Mary and Joseph, before King David, before Moses, in 
the middle of the desert, there was a big family, a tribe of people. Now, family is a blessing 
from God. But the trouble with this tribe was that they had forgotten God. They did not pray to 
him, and they did not know his voice. So, God spoke to one of them. He spoke quietly but 
clearly, so that there could be no mistake that God was speaking. Do you know who heard 
God’s voice? 

(Separate one figure from the others.) 

God spoke to Abraham. He told Abraham to leave his country and go to a different land, far 
away. It would be a beautiful land, full of good things, like milk and honey. 

(Lay green cloth in the distance.) 

God promised Abraham children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-great-great... grandchildren, as many as the stars! God was going to make a new 
family out of Abraham, a family that would hear God’s voice. Abraham believed God. So he and 
his wife Sarah set out on a long journey. 

(Move Abraham and Sarah away from the others. Add puff balls as animals. Add tiny 
boxes or other small objects as possessions. You can put all of it on a small box lid for 
ease of moving it from one spot to another.) 

As they traveled across the desert, he and Sarah, his servants, his oxen and donkeys, goats and 
sheep, cats and dogs---all his silver and gold, all his food and tools, musical instruments, toys, 
and games---everything he owned, it occurred to Abraham that he might lose all these things. 
Bandits might attack him and steal it. A sandstorm might confuse the animals and make them 
flee. What’s more, he had no idea where he was going! God had said, “Go to a land I will show 
you.” He didn’t say where it was or how to get there. 
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● matches  
● felt: tan & green 
● 12-16 figures (adults and children) 

● tiny boxes (Abraham’s possessions) 
● animal puff balls 



 

But do you know their worst worry of all? Children. They had no children. After traveling across 
the desert for twenty-five years, after thousands of prayers, Abraham and Sarah still had no 
child. After such a long time of waiting, people often give up hoping. They begin to despair and 
think God will never keep his promises. 

But Abraham believed God when he said: 

(Hold your hand above the figures’ heads, as a blessing.) 

“I will always be with you. You will be my people, and I will be your God.” And that gave 
Abraham hope. 

What has God said that gives you hope? 

Do you know anyone who needs hope right now? Let’s pray for them. 
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Week Two: PEACE           Night 1 

Sarah and Abraham have a Son 
(Genesis 18, 21) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. 

(Lay tan fabric and figure on it. As you speak, lay green fabric, walk the figure to the 
green, and pitch a tent using brown cloth and sticks.) 

This man has traveled a long way for many years. God told him to cross the desert to go to a 
different land. Do you remember his name? 

God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations. But twenty-four 
years later, Abraham and Sarah still had no child. 

(Place another figure next to him.) 

Abraham was 99, and Sarah was 90! Do you think a 90-year-old woman can have babies? 
Neither did Sarah. More than anything in the world Sarah wanted a child, but she couldn’t have 
one. She was very disappointed, with herself, and with God. Sarah’s disappointment made her 
angry. 

(Place another adult figure and child figure nearby.) 

She and Abraham had many servants, and whenever one of her beautiful young servants was 
blessed with a baby, Sarah would make that servant work extra hard. She was jealous. 

(Move the two figures off in the distance, and move Sarah inside the tent.) 

One day when Abraham was sitting outside his tent, three strangers walked up. 

(Place three figures at a short distance.) 

He could see they were important men. He invited them to rest awhile and eat his best food. 

(Move the three figures to Abraham. Place a little box as a table.) 

As they ate, he noticed they were not just rich and powerful but also wise and peaceful. They 
asked Abraham, “Where is your wife, Sarah?” “In the tent,” he replied. Then one said, “Next 
year I will return, and when I do, I promise, your wife will have a son.” Sarah was in the tent 
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● matches  
● felt: tan, green, brown 
● small sticks to prop up the tent 

● 6 adult figures & 2 baby/child figures 
● small box lid to represent table 



 

listening. When she heard the man say this, she laughed quietly to herself. “Me, have a child? 
At my age? Silly!” Then she came out to serve them more food. 

(Move Sarah beside the others.) 

One of the strangers asked her, “Why did you laugh inside the tent just now?” Sarah was 
embarrassed. “What? I didn’t laugh.” “Yes, you did,” he said. 

(Move the three men and Abraham a short distance away.) 

As they walked off to talk with Abraham, Sarah wondered, “How did he know that I laughed? 
Maybe he is a prophet. Maybe I will have a son.... But then she thought about all her years of 
hoping and praying for a baby—and how it had brought her nothing. She was afraid to hope for 
peace. 

(Remove the three men. Bring Abraham back. Put Sarah back in the tent.) 

About one year later, Abraham was waiting—and waiting—outside his tent. Finally he was 
allowed inside. And do you know what he saw? 

(Bring out Abraham and Sarah and baby figure.) 

He saw his son. Abraham and Sarah had a baby boy, just as God had promised. They named him 
Isaac, which means “laughter.” Sarah was laughing a different kind of laugh now. Because for so 
long, in her heart, there had been hate and hurt. But now, in her heart, God had made peace. 

Think about the things that make you angry inside. If you believe God can bring you peace,say, 
“Lord, I hope for your peace.” 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
 

 
 

15 



 

Week Two: PEACE          Night 2 

Jacob Wrestles & Makes Peace 
(Genesis 25-33) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. 

Abraham and Sarah had a son named…? Isaac. Isaac grew up, married, and had two sons. 

(Put two baby/child figures on the table. Point to each one as you describe them.) 

They were twin brothers. Not identical twins. No, these were the kind of twins that were born 
at the same time but look very different. This one was strong and hairy. This one was thin and 
not so hairy. Their names were…Esau and Jacob. 

Now, you may not know this, but babies can only come out of their mothers one at a time. So 
one of these twins came first. Esau. That made him older than Jacob. And the tradition back 
then was for the father to bless the oldest son—do put him in charge of everything he owned. 

(Replace the 2 baby/child figures for 2 adult figures) 

As they grew up, I wonder how Jacob felt about that? 

(Move Esau aside.) 

One day when Esau was out hunting, Jacob did a terrible thing. He dressed up like Esau and 
pretended to be him, so that his blind father would bless him instead. Jacob lied to his dad and 
stole from his brother! Esau was furious, so Jacob ran far, far away, to a distant country. 

(Move Jacob and Esau to opposite ends of the table.) 

There, Jacob met a beautiful woman named Rachel. He hoped to marry her, but he had to wait 
a long time. Jacob worked for fourteen years before he could marry Rachel! 

(Place the Rachel figure beside him. Then add 3 other adult figures, children figures, and 
animals.) 

They had many children together, and they owned many sheep and goats. 

(Let your hand hover above Jacob.) 
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● matches  
● 11 or more adult figures 
● several baby/child figures 
● 1 gold pipe cleaner crown 

● felt: blue (folded or cut to be a river) 
● puff ball animals 
● 1 large box 
● box lids to move Jacob’s family groups 



 

Then God spoke to Jacob. He said, “Go back home.” Of course, going home meant seeing his 
brother again, the one he cheated. Esau might still be angry. But Jacob trusted the Lord and 
obeyed. His whole family and all his animals set out on the long journey home. 

(Place blue cloth as a river.) 

Now Jacob was close to his brother’s land. He only had to cross a river to enter it. But one of his 
servants said that Esau was coming to meet him—with an army!  

(Move Esau slightly toward the river and place several other figures behind him. Then 
start dividing animals and children into two groups.) 

Jacob thought Esau was going to attack, maybe even hurt, his family! So he separated his family 
into two groups. He thought, “If Esau attacks, maybe the other half of my family can get away 
safely.” When it was dark, he sent them across the river into his brother’s land, but he stayed 
back alone. 

(Move the two groups of his family across the river. It might be easiest to use box lids to 
move Jacob’s family groups. Move Jacob to the top of a large box.) 

He walked up a hill to pray. It was a quiet night, but his mind was loud with worry. Jacob 
begged God, “Please remember your promise, that you would bless me, that you would bless 
my children.” 

(Place another figure close by, perhaps wearing a gold pipe cleaner crown.) 

Suddenly there was a strange-looking man close by. Jacob thought he was a spy, so he began 
wrestling him. Jacob fought his hardest, but the man was too strong, yet he seemed to be 
barely trying! At one point the man reached down and touched Jacob on the hip. (Do you know 
where your hip is?) And Jacob’s hip popped out of joint! But still he fought on. They wrestled all 
night. Finally the man said, “It’s almost daybreak, Jacob. We must stop this.” But Jacob said, 
“No, I won’t let go until you bless me!” “You will no longer be called Jacob,” said the man. “Your 
new name is Israel.” 

Do you know what Israel means? Struggle. Fighting. 

He said, “I will call you Israel, because you wrestled with God and humans, and won.” Then the 
man disappeared. 

(Take man away. Move Jacob down from the box.) 

Jacob felt amazed. He’d been with God—and was still alive! Last night he had been worried 
about losing everything. But now he felt at peace. He knew God would take care of him. He 
crossed the river, woke up his family, and they all set off to meet his brother. 

(Move the two groups toward Esau. Then move Esau toward Jacob.) 
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When Esau saw his brother, he ran to meet him. They hugged each other for a long time. Jacob 
introduced him to his family, including his twelve sons. These two brothers, who had fought so 
terribly, were friends again. They finally made peace. 

But do you know who really made their peace possible? Who told Jacob to go back to his 
brother? God did. God wants us to make peace. But Israel would keep on struggling with God, 
and keep on fighting people. So one day, God came into the world as Jesus, and struggled 
against the evil in the world. Jesus brings peace. And that’s who we’re waiting for, Jesus, the 
Son of God, the Prince of Peace. We’re waiting for Jesus to fill the whole world with peace. And 
Jesus wants us to join him in working for peace. 

Is there anyone you have made peace with lately? Anyone you still need to make peace with? 

Let’s share the peace of Christ now, saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with 
you.” 
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Week Two: PEACE          Night 3 

Israel Demands a King 
(1 Samuel 8-15) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. 

(Place a large green cloth near the table’s center. Place a figure on it.) 

God promised Abraham that he would bless him—and through his children God would bless all 
the nations of the world! Abraham died believing in God’s promise. 

(Lay Abraham down on his side. Place another figure beside him.) 

God promised Jacob, too, that he would bless him—and through his children God would bless 
all the nations of the world! Jacob died believing in God’s promise. 

(Lay Jacob down on his side. Place a cluster of adult and child figures beside him. Place 
puff ball animals near the cluster of figures. Leave room for the palace.) 

Do you remember the name of God’s people? 

(Lay different colors of fabric around the cluster.) 

God chose Israel to bless all the nations around them. But instead Israel looked at all the 
nations around them and thought, “They seem more blessed than we are!” They have 
something we don’t. Do you know what all the other nations had? 

(On each color of fabric, place a box with a figure on top.) 

They had kings. So Israel wanted a king, too. 

(Spread your hand high above the Israel cluster.) 

God said, “What’s wrong with me as your king?” “We can’t see you,” they said. “We can’t touch 
you. We want a king to lead us into battle.” 

(Sigh deeply. Then spread your hand above again.) 
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● matches  
● felt: 1 large green cloth, one of each 

color (except blue) 
● puff ball animals 

● 11 or more adult figures 
● several child figures 
● enough palace boxes to have one for 

each piece of land (piece of felt) 



 

God sighed. “But a king will make your sons be soldiers. A king will make your daughters be 
servants in his palace. He will make you do whatever he wants. You will be sorry you asked for a 
king.” But Israel answered, “No, we won’t! We want a king to lead us into battle!” 

(Sigh deeply. Place a box upside-down as a palace. Place a figure on the box.) 

So God gave them Saul as king. At first Saul was nervous to be king. But do you know what 
happened? After a while, Saul loved being king. He loved it too much. 

(Take some of the child figures and puff animals and put them at the palace.) 

He took some of Israel’s daughters and made them cooks and servants in his palace. He took 
some of Israel’s animals to feed his servants. 

(Move Saul from throne to colored square. Move son figures from the cluster and put 
them behind him.) 

He took some of Israel’s sons to fight in his battles. Saul liked fighting other armies. 

(Place two son figures on their side. Then place two parents on their side in the cluster.) 

Sometimes the sons of Israel died in battle. This made their parents sad. They were sorry they 
made Saul king. Saul liked to win battles. He loved it when everyone thanked him. Eventually 
Saul stopped thanking God for his victories. Even God was sorry he made Saul king. 

(Place hand over God’s people.) 

God’s people were tired of war. They wanted peace. They waited for a better king. A king that 
would end the fighting. Do you know who they were waiting for? Do you know who they 
needed? 

(Gesture to the empty throne box.) 

God. Only God could bring them peace. They needed God to be their king. 

Do you want war or peace? 

If you want true peace, say, “Come, Lord. Be our king.” 
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Week Two: PEACE          Night 4 

Saul & David 
(1 Samuel 17- 2 Samuel 7) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. 

(Place a green cloth, put a few sheep on it, and a boy figure beside them.) 

What are these? Who do you think the shepherd is? 

This is David. David was all alone. His brothers were off fighting in yet another war. King Saul 
loved to fight. 

(Near the cloth, place King Saul, wrapped in tin foil armor, and then two opposing 
armies.) 

One day David traveled to bring his brothers food. Saul’s army was fighting the Philistines. The 
Philistines hated God and God’s people. They were a very strong army. And worse, they had a 
giant soldier. 

(Place a giant figure, or figure on a cube.) 

Do you know the giant’s name? 

Goliath roared, “I dare anyone to fight me! If you beat me, we’ll be your slaves.” Every soldier in 
Israel was afraid of Goliath, even king Saul. But David was not afraid. David knew God would 
take care of him. So he took a few stones and a sling to fight. Do you know what happened? 

(Put Goliath on his side.) 

The important thing is that when Goliath fell, David did something very different from Saul. He 
gave thanks to God. He shouted, “God has given us victory!” 

(Move the Philistines away. Setup a medium or large box as a palace with a small box as 
a throne. Place Saul figure on the throne box. Place boy David below him.) 

King Saul let David live in his palace. He loved to hear David play his harp and sing. 
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● green felt 
● medium & large boxes for city and palace 
● 20 adult figures- 1 with aluminum foil armor 
● giant figure (or regular figure on a small box) 

● 1 child figure 
● small box for throne 
● white puff ball sheep 
● toothpick 



 

(Replace boy figure with adult figure.) 

As David grew up, he became a soldier who won many battles, and the people of Israel loved 
him even more. This made King Saul jealous, and his jealousy made him go crazy. 

(Give Saul a toothpick to throw at David.) 

One day Saul was so outraged that he threw a spear at David! 

(Move David away, and make King Saul and the Israelite army figures chase him. ) 

So David ran for his life and hid in the wilderness. But King Saul and his soldiers chased after 
him. When they got close, David slipped away and hid in a different place. Over and over again, 
they chased him through the wilderness. Many times David cried out, “Lord, why don’t you 
rescue me? Why don’t you stop Saul? Lord, I need you.” But David had to wait for peace. He 
had to hide and run and cry and wait—for six years. 

(Move the Philistine army to the edge of the green cloth. Then start moving Saul’s army 
to fight them.) 

Finally something happened. Remember the Philistine army? They heard that David was far 
away, so they attacked Israel again. King Saul took his army to fight them. Saul was going to 
show everyone that he didn’t need David to win a battle. He didn’t need anyone. 

(Move the toothpick through the air until it hits Saul. Then lay Saul on his side.) 

But during the battle an arrow went through King Saul’s armor. He fell and died. Although King 
Saul’s death did not make David happy, it did bring him peace. After six years of hiding, he 
returned. 

(Remove Saul. Move people in a circle around the throne in the center of the green 
cloth.) 

All the tribes of Israel agreed that David should be their new king. He was a good king, because 
he listened to God. 

(Place a large box as a palace with a small box as a throne. Place other boxes to make a 
city) 

Before long, they built a great city, Jerusalem, called the City of David. There they built a 
beautiful palace for him, and he liked it very much. But there was still something that bothered 
David. While he got to live in a beautiful palace, the Lord’s house, where they worshiped God, 
was still just a tent. So David told God his plans to build a beautiful temple. 

(Let your hand hover above David.) 

But this is what the Lord said: 
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“You are going to build me a house? I am not your son. You are my son. You were a shepherd 
boy, and I have made you king. I will build your household into a dynasty of kings. After you die, 
one of your children will build my holy temple, and I will seat him on the throne. And his 
kingdom will last forever. I will be the Father, and he will be the Son.” 

David was very excited. He probably did a little dance. His kingdom would last forever! A son of 
David would always rule! 

I wonder which son of David would be the One? I wonder if it would be a son, or a grandson? 
Or a great-great-great grandson? We’ll have to wait and see. 

I wonder if you have felt like David in the wilderness, waiting for God to bring you peace? 

Would you like there to be a good king sitting on the throne? One who would bring peace to all 
the world? If so, say, “O Son of David, may your kingdom come.” 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week Two: PEACE          Night 5 

Rehoboam & Jeroboam 
(1 Kings 11-12) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be— (strike match) —light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. 

(Place a large box upside-down as the palace, a small box lid upside-down as a bed, and 
a figure.) 

God had promised David that his kingdom would last forever, that one of his sons would build a 
holy temple and God would establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

(Lay David figure in the bed. Stand another figure beside him.) 

King David lived a long time after that, but he never forgot God’s promise. When David was 
about to die, he called for his son Solomon. He reminded him of his plans to build the temple. 
“Yes, Father,” said Solomon, “We’ve been over it many times. I will build it just as you say.” So 
King David died in peace. 

(Remove David and bed. Build a temple with another large box upside-down, 8 figures as 
pillars, and the lid upside-down on top.) 

When Solomon became king, he built the holy temple, just as his father said. It took seven years 
to build, and it was beautiful. It was in the City of David, Jerusalem. Solomon was wise... 
wealthy... famous.... 

(Place several figures near Solomon. Then stack small cubes as idols. Lay wives on their 
side.) 

But as he got older, he disobeyed God. He married more than one wife. Many wives, in fact. 
Many of them were from other lands, where they worshiped other gods. Solomon built idols to 
those gods so that his wives could bow down to them. This made God sad and angry. God told 
Solomon he would take his kingdom away. 

(Place Solomon on his side. Place a new figure on the palace.) 

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king. What kind of king do you think 
Rehoboam would be? 
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● matches 
● 2 large boxes - 1 with lid 
● 1 medium box with lid  
● 1 small box with lid 

● 18-20 adult figures (8 for temple 
pillars) 

● several small cubes 



 

(Place several figures at the foot of the palace.) 

A man named Jeroboam wondered too. He and his friends came to Rehoboam and said, “Your 
father made us work too hard. Be kinder to us and we will serve you.” Rehoboam thought 
about it and decided he did not like these men. He decided to make them work harder. He said, 
“My father punished you with whips. I will punish you with scorpions!” 

(Move figures north, from the children’s perspective. Build a palace there with a medium 
box.) 

Jeroboam and the others left the king and went north. They were so angry they decided to 
make their own kingdom, their own “Israel.” So the northern kingdom was called “Israel.” And 
Rehoboam’s land, the southern kingdom, was called “Judah.” So now God’s people were 
divided into two kingdoms, and the two were always fighting. Fighting each other and fighting 
God. They no longer had peace. 

What happened to the promise God had made to David, that one of his sons would sit on the 
throne forever? Was God not going to keep his promise? 

If only they would turn back to God. If only they would cry out to him and wait for him to make 
everything right. 

SONG: “Wait for the Lord” by Taize (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GexIvX8HU) 
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Week Three: JOY           Night 1 

Israel Taken to Assyria 
(1 Kings 18, 2 Kings 17) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns 
our tears into songs of joy. 

(Set up two kingdoms: large upside-down box temple with 8 figures for pillars and 
upside-down lid on top, upside-down large box palace, small box throne, and king in the 
south; medium box with lid palace with small box throne and king in the north.) 

Remember there were two kingdoms now. Judah in the south, led by King Rehoboam, and 
Israel in the north, led by King Jeroboam. Jeroboam did not have the temple, so he made up his 
own rules for worshiping God. 

(Create a few stacks of small cubes.) 

Even worse, Jeroboam let his people build idols to other gods. This made God very upset.  

(Lay Jeroboam on his side and then replace him with a standing figure. Repeat this a few 
times.) 

When Jeroboam died, other kings took his place. Like him, they let Israel worship other gods. 

(Place Ahab figure on the throne and then Jezebel figure beside him, sharing the throne.) 

Ahab was one of these evil kings. He married Jezebel, a woman from a different country, where 
people worshiped a different god, called Baal. Jezebel told Ahab to worship Baal, too. Before 
long, Ahab prayed to Baal more than he prayed to God! And so did Israel. 

(Take cubes from other idols and combine them into a larger idol, Baal, nearer the 
throne.) 

God knew that his people would only be truly happy if they prayed and gave thanks to him, 
their loving Father. So God sent his prophets to King Ahab and Jezebel. 
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● 2 large boxes - 1 with lid 
● 1 medium box with lid 
● 2 small boxes 
● 20 figures (8 for temple pillars) 
● several small cubes 
● small cup of water with spoon 

● waterproof covering for mountain 
(plastic bag or cutting board) 

● several boxes or books (for building a 
mountain)  

● small stones/pebbles 
● toothpicks  



 

(Set several figures in a line near the throne.) 

The prophets of God told Jezebel and Ahab that it was wrong to worship Baal. Jezebel did not 
like to be told she was wrong, so she had all of these prophets killed. 

(Set prophet figures on their side, one by one. Then set a new figure in the distance.) 

So God sent one more prophet, Elijah. Elijah said, “How can you believe in this false god, Baal? 
Why won’t you trust the Lord of Israel? Come. Let us see who is the true god.” 

(Create a large mountain with books or boxes. Cover the top with something waterproof, 
like a plastic bag or cutting board. Move Ahab, Elijah, and three figures to the top.) 

Ahab and all the prophets of Baal went with Elijah to the top of a mountain. Baal was supposed 
to be the god of rain, thunder, and lightning. But there had been no rain for three years! So 
Elijah said, “Let’s see if your god Baal can make lightning.” 

(Create two altars using pebbles and toothpicks. Use 12 stones for Elijah’s altar if 
possible. Lay down the stones with toothpicks on top. Make the Baal prophets dance, 
roll, shake, etc.) 

The prophets of Baal prayed to their god from morning until evening. They danced for Baal, 
rolled around on the ground, yelled and screamed, cut themselves with knives... but the sky did 
nothing. 

Elijah laughed, “Maybe Baal is sleeping, maybe he’s on vacation!” 

(Spoon water onto Elijah’s altar.) 

Then it was Elijah’s turn. First he had them pour water all over his altar. Then he said one prayer 
to God, and immediately the Lord sent down lightning. It burned up the water, the sticks, and 
even melted the rocks! 

(Remove altar. It might be helpful to have a container that you can scrape the altar into.) 

Then Elijah prayed for rain, and God sent a cloud that slowly filled the sky, and rain fell from 
heaven, for the first time in three years. 

(Move Ahab back on his throne, beside Jezebel.) 

Do you know what’s sad? Even after the Lord showed himself to be the true God, Ahab still did 
not listen. Instead, he went back with his wife Jezebel and listened to her. Jezebel said Elijah 
must be killed. 

(Move Elijah far away.) 

So Elijah ran away to a safe place. God always protected Elijah. But God decided that he would 
no longer protect the kings of Israel. Elijah sent Ahab a message: “If you will not listen to God, 
he will take away your kingdom.” 
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(Place a new figure next to the temple in the south.) 

Everyone in Judah, the southern kingdom, had heard that Israel was worshiping Baal instead of 
God. So God spoke through the prophet Isaiah. “Because Israel refuses to listen to God, God is 
sending the armies of Assyria to take them away.” 

(Encircle the palace in Israel with many figures.) 

Assyria was a big, powerful nation. They surrounded the palace in Israel so that no food could 
get in. After three years, the people inside were too weak and hungry to fight. So the King of 
Assyria marched in with his army. They tied up God’s people Israel and led them away as 
prisoners. 

(Move all figures east.) 

God’s people were very sad. They had lost their homes, animals, and families, and were forced 
to go to a different land. Some of them were sad because they understood it was wrong for 
them to worship idols instead of God. They had not listened to God. They had done evil things. 

And you know what? God was sad too. There was silence in heaven. So let us be silent, too, as 
we remember. 
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Week Three: JOY          Night 2 

Jerusalem Destroyed 
(2 Chronicles 36, Jeremiah 22) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns 
our tears into songs of joy. 

(Set up two kingdoms: large upside-down box temple with 8 figures for pillars and 
upside-down lid on top, upside-down large box palace, small box throne, and king in the 
south; medium box with lid palace with small box throne and king in the north.) 

Remember that the northern kingdom, Israel, was taken away to Assyria as slaves. The 
southern kingdom, Judah, had many kings over the years. Some kings were good, but most of 
them bowed down to idols. 

(Place figure on cube, as an idol. Make the king bow before it. Place a figure alone at a 
distance.) 

So God sent a prophet to warn them. His name was Jeremiah. Jeremiah told the kings of Judah, 
“Stop praying to other gods. They can’t hear you! Worship the Lord, who sits on the throne of 
heaven. Or else he will take away your throne.” But the kings of Judah did not believe Jeremiah. 

(Place a few figures near the temple.) 

When God’s people went to the temple to worship the true God, they kept sinning, even there! 
They sang songs and knelt down, but they didn’t mean any of it. They didn’t love God. Jeremiah 
told them, “Stop faking it! Really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other 
justly. Do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent 
blood in this place. Do not follow other gods to your own harm! If you keep doing this, God will 
take away your temple.” But the people of Judah did not believe Jeremiah. 

(Place an adult figure and a child figure.) 

The rich people did not take care of the poor. Even worse, they cheated the poor! Jeremiah 
said, “If you keep doing this, God will take away your riches!” But the rich people of Judah 
didn’t believe Jeremiah. 
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● 20 figures (8 for temple pillars) 

○ 1 child figure 
● 1 small cube 

● 2 large boxes - 1 with lid 
● 1 medium box with lid 
● 2 small boxes 



 

All this made Jeremiah cry. God was telling him what to say, but no one listened. And no one 
liked him. Jeremiah cried because he knew who was coming. 

(Place the king figure at a distance. Start placing an army behind him.) 

This is the King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful king in the world at that time. 
He was leading his army to Judah, to capture God’s people and take them away. 

(Move Jewish king to the throne. Gather other Judah figures around him.) 

Nebuchadnezzar surrounded Jerusalem with his army. He waited six months. God’s people 
became hungry and weak. Finally, they snuck out of the city and fled into the wilderness. But 
Babylon chased them down and captured them. They put the king in chains and burned out his 
eyes. Then they led all God’s people away to Babylon.  

Do you know what they did to Jerusalem? They destroyed every building. They set fire to the 
temple. Burned it to the ground. Jeremiah watched it all, alone, crying. Later on, Jeremiah died. 

(Place Jeremiah on his side. Gesture to the captive figures.) 

But do you know what? Some of God’s people remembered what Jeremiah had said, and they 
were sorry! They remembered something else: One day, God will send a new king, a good one 
like David had been. He will rescue them and rule in peace. Do you believe God can turn their 
sadness into joy? Do you know anyone like them, stuck in a painful place, in a kind of prison? 
Let’s pray for them: “Please, Lord, free the prisoners.” 

SONG: “O Come Emmanuel” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ-_uku8Ohw  
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Week Three: JOY          Night 3 

Captives in Babylon 
(Daniel 3, Jeremiah 22, Isaiah 9) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns 
our tears into songs of joy. 

(Place green cloth near the wreath on one end of the table. Place a large box lid, 
upside-down box, and small box on top at the other end. Place a figure on top and many 
near its base.) 

God’s people were taken away from their homeland. They were captives now, like slaves. They 
had to live in a strange land, they had to learn a new language, they had to obey a new king. A 
king who didn’t believe in the God of Israel. Nebuchadnezzar was the most powerful king in the 
world, so he made people bow down and worship him. 

(Start making all but three figures bow before the palace.) 

In fact, Nebuchadnezzer said, “If you don’t bow down and worship me, you’ll be killed.” But 
some of God’s people were faithful. They remembered what the prophets had said years ago, 
before they were captured. 

(Place two figures on the green cloth or, if possible, place each beside an Advent candle.) 

Isaiah had told them to stop worshiping other gods, or else God would send Babylon to take 
them away. 

Jeremiah had said, “Stop stealing from the poor, or God will steal you from your land.” And 
both prophets had spoken the truth. God was punishing them now because they had refused to 
listen. 

(Gesture to three standing figures.) 

So some of God’s people decided it was time to start obeying God. They refused to bow down 
to Nebuchadnezzer. Their names were Shadrach, Meeshach, and Abendigo. 

(Make the king figure leap down to a lower platform of his palace.) 

The king was furious! He told his guards to throw them into a blazing hot furnace.  
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● matches 
● 12 figures (at least 1 as a child) 

○ 1 figure with gold crown 

● 1 large & 2 small boxes1 green felt 
cloth 

● Red felt and medium box lid for fire 



 

(Place a box lid upside-down. Put the red cloth on the lid like a tent. Move three figures 
into it. Place two guards outside it while adding a fourth figure to the fire with a gold 
crown.) 

Do you know what happens when a person is put into a fire? They die a painful death. But this 
time something very strange happened. The prisoners were not burning up! 

(Move the king close to fire.) 

The king said, “Hey, who is that fourth man in the fire? He looks like a . . . god!” 
Nebuchadnezzer told his soldiers to let them out of the fire. 

(Bring the three figures out of the fire. Remove the fourth.) 

When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out, their skin had no burns at all! Their robes 
were not burnt, their hair was not burnt, and there wasn’t even a smell of smoke. King 
Nebuchadnezzer was amazed. 

This miracle gave hope to many of God’s people. 

(Start making the bowed figures to stand up.) 

They believed that God still loved them. They began to hope that their punishment would end, 
that God would do the good things he had promised, and turn their sadness into joy. They 
remembered what else the prophet Isaiah had said: 

(Gesture to Isaiah.) 

“The people in darkness have seen a great light. God’s nation is no longer sad; they rejoice! 

(Place a child on the green cloth, near the wreath.) 

“For to us a child is born, a son is given.... 

(Place a small box on the green cloth. Place a child figure on the box.) 

“He will sit on David’s throne. He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. And his kingdom will never end.” 

(Gesture to child figure, then to the standing figures in Babylon.) 

Think of a time when you get really sad, because of your suffering or the suffering of someone 
else. When the darkness in life seems so powerful and big, like Babylon…. 

Can you believe, when that sadness presses in, that the Wonderful King will come and turn 
sadness into joy? If so, say, “Lord, in the sadness of __________, I believe Christ can be born.” 

SONG: “O Come Emmanuel” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ-_uku8Ohw  
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Week Three: JOY          Night 4 

The Stump of Jesse 
(Isaiah 11) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns 
our tears into songs of joy. 

(Set up palace structure: large box lid, upside-down large box, and small box on top. 
Place one figure on top and many at its base lying down, but leave three figures 
standing.) 

God’s people, Israel, had refused to obey him. To get their attention, God had to allow 
something awful to happen. He allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem and make 
the Israelites his servants. He took them away to Babylon. Here they were, prisoners, captives. 

(Gesture to the three standing figures.) 

God’s people were sad for a long time. But some of them still had hope that God loved them. 
They remembered what God’s prophet had said long ago. 

(Place a prophet figure far away from Babylon, in the place where Jerusalem had been.) 

Do you remember this prophet’s name? Isaiah. Do you remember what he said would happen? 
Who would come? 

A Child would be born. He would be the king who would make peace forever. 

But God’s people had to wait. They hoped for peace, they hoped their sadness would turn to 
joy. And they remembered something else that Isaiah had said. 

(Place an evergreen branch on the table.) 

Isaiah said Israel was like a big beautiful tree. But if they didn’t listen, what would happen? God 
would allow an army to chop it down. That’s what happened. Babylon came and cut Jerusalem 
down. 

(Cut branches. Finally cut the trunk, leaving a small stump.) 

Branch by branch... until all that was left was... a stump. 

(While holding stump in one hand, gesture to standing figures.) 
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● 12 figures (adults & child) 

● 1 large and 1 small box 
● 2 evergreen branches (1 can work) 



 

And that’s what God’s people were now. A stump. A stump that people passed by and laughed 
at: “That used to be a great nation, but now look at it. It’s practically nothing. Ha!” 

(Gesture to stump.) 

But Isaiah had promised something else. Good news, of great joy. One day, when no one was 
looking, out of the stump would grow a shoot. 

(Place just an evergreen needle on the stump.) 

Just a tiny shoot, like a little flower growing in springtime. But that shoot would grow into a 
branch. 

(Replace needle with small evergreen sprig.) 

And that branch would grow into a mighty tree. 

(Replace sprig with branch.) 

An even greater tree than ever before! If we want God’s people to have joy again, let’s say, 
“Branch of David, grow your kingdom.” 

SONG: “O Come Emmanuel” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ-_uku8Ohw  
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Week Three: JOY          Night 5 

A Shepherd King from Bethlehem 
(Micah 5) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be—(strike match)—light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns 
our tears into songs of joy. 

(Set up Babylon palace: large box lid, then upside-down large box, then small box. Place 
a figure on top. Place figures bowing before it and three figures standing.) 

Remember the name of this king? Nebuchadnezzer, King of Babylon. He had captured God’s 
people and led them far away from home. The people of Judah were sad, because they knew 
God let this happen. They knew it was partially their fault. Because they had not obeyed God, 
they had not listened to his prophets. 

(Gesture to standing figures.) 

Now, in their time of darkness in Babylon, they remembered the prophet Jeremiah. 

(Place figure where Jerusalem had been.) 

Jeremiah had said a king would come, one like David, and he would rule with peace, forever. 
And they remembered the prophet Isaiah. 

(Place a second figure where Jerusalem had been.) 

Isaiah had said a child would be born, called the Almighty God, the Prince of Peace. He will sit 
on David’s throne and rule forever. 

And they remembered the prophet Micah. 

(Place a third figure where Jerusalem had been.) 

Like the others, Micah had said that God would take them away. He said God would leave 
them. But only for a while. Micah said that, one day, a woman will give birth to a son. 

(Place a child figure in the center.) 

A special son. He will look young, but really he is older than the world! He will be born in a small 
town, a little town called Bethlehem, way out in the country where farmers and shepherds live. 
And he will become a shepherd for God’s people. 
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● matches 
● 12 figures (adults & 1 child) 

● 2 large, 2 medium, and 2 small boxes 
● several white puff ball sheep 



 

(Scatter some sheep in Babylon.) 

He will gather up God’s faithful people and lead them back. 

(Move the child to each sheep and gather them in the same hand as the child figure. 
Place all of them in Jerusalem. Then touch each sheep with the child’s head, saying:) 

Like a shepherd, he will care for them. Heal their wounds. Give them food. Protect them. 

(Place a small box throne in Jerusalem and put the child on it.) 

And he will become the king of all Israel. He will defeat all of God’s enemies. 

(Knock down Babylon palace. Start using it--and other boxes--to build an even bigger 
palace in Jerusalem.) 

In fact, his kingdom will stretch across the whole world. He will be the king of everything! And 

he will rule forever. In expectation of that, let’s sing: 

SONG: “O Come Emmanuel” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ-_uku8Ohw  
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Week Four: LOVE           Night 1 

Gabriel Appears to Zechariah 
(Luke 1) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be…light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns our tears…into 
songs of joy. And where there is shame, God holds us…in his love. 

(Set up the temple -- upside-down large box with 8 figures for pillars, and upside-down 
lid on top -- with a crowd outside. Place a small box to the side as an empty throne.) 

God’s people were back in their homeland. But what was missing? A king to sit on David’s 
throne. They were still waiting for the promised Child. They were still ruled by another nation. 

(Create a palace in the distance with a small box throne. Place and replace kings on the 
throne.) 

Babylon had ruled over them. Then the Persians. Then the Greeks ruled the world. And now the 
Romans were the most powerful nation in the world. They wondered if the promised Child 
would ever come. Would anyone sit on David’s throne? 

But at least they had the temple. 

(Place figure in front of temple.) 

This is a temple priest. His name was Zechariah. He and his wife Elizabeth were very old. For 
years they had asked God to give them children, but God never did. It was hard to hope. One 
day Zechariah entered the temple to say prayers while everyone waited outside. As he was 
praying, suddenly something happened that had never happened before. 

(Place an angel figure wrapped in a white felt robe with a twine belt.) 

An angel appeared. Zechariah was terrified. But the angel said, “Do not be afraid. God has 
answered your prayers. Your wife Elizabeth will have a son. You will name him John. He will 
become a great prophet and will prepare God’s people for the coming of the Lord.” 

But Zechariah replied, “My wife and I are so old. How can I believe you? Prove it to me. Show 
me some sign that this will really happen.” 
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● matches 
● 18 figures (8 for temple pillars, 1 child, 

1 angel with robe & belt) 

● 2 large, 1 medium, and 2 small 
“throne” boxes 

● clay for Zechariah’s mouth 



 

“I am Gabriel!” the angel shouted. “I stand in the presence of the Lord God! Because you did 
not believe God, you will not be able to speak until John is born.” And the angel disappeared. 

(Remove the angel and place clay over Zechariah’s mouth.) 

When Zechariah stepped outside, everyone could see something was wrong. They asked him 
what happened, but he was mute. His tongue wouldn’t work. He tried using his hands to 
explain, but no one understood. He couldn’t speak. 

(Place a medium box on its side. Place an adult and child figure inside. Place Zechariah 
outside.) 

Zechariah had to wait a long time before he could speak again. Years later, his son was finally 
born. His friends wondered what to name him, so Zechariah wrote it down. “His name is John.”  

(Remove clay from Zechariah’s mouth.) 

Immediately Zechariah’s mouth was opened. He started praising God, because after all their 
waiting, God was true to his promise. 

Did God love Zechariah? Then why make him mute? 

God disciplines those he loves, like a father disciplines his son. It was good for Zechariah to 
learn to trust God. When God speaks, we need to listen. 

That’s what God had done to Israel. He let them be taken away to Babylon as prisoners so they 
would turn back to God. We need to know that sin will destroy us. God saves us from our sins.  

God was sending John, Zechariah’s son, to prepare the way for the King the Jews had been 
waiting for. They were waiting for the promised Child who would save God’s people, Jesus. 

If you believe God loves us like a father, say, “God, I believe you love me.” 

SONG: “O Holy Night” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpXjvKjYVl8  
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Week Four: LOVE          Night 2 

Gabriel Appears to Mary 
(Luke 1) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be…light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns our tears…into 
songs of joy. And where there is shame, God holds us…in his love. 

(Place a medium box for Nazareth. Place a figure next to it.) 

This is a small city called Nazareth. This is a girl named Mary. She lives at home with her family. 
They work hard, but they are poor. Mary does a lot of chores around the house. Mary was a 
great-great-great, great, etc. granddaughter of King David (24 greats if you want to say them 
all). But she was so poor that no one thought anything of it. But God did. 

One day, an angel suddenly appeared to Mary, standing before her. 

(Place an angel figure, with white felt cloth robe and twine belt. You can hold the angel 
and make it move a little bit as if talking to Mary.) 

“Greetings, blessed one. The Lord is with you.” It was Gabriel, the same angel that had 
appeared to Zechariah. Mary was confused and afraid. She never thought she’d meet an angel, 
and if she did, she didn’t think he would call her “blessed one.” 

“Do not be afraid, Mary,” said Gabriel. “God loves you and has chosen to honor you. You will be 
pregnant and will give birth to a son. You’ll name him Jesus (which means “Savior”). He is the 
king whom the prophets promised. He will sit on David’s throne forever.” 

Mary believed, but she wondered, “How can this be possible? I am not married.” Gabriel 
answered, “With God, all things are possible. The Holy Spirit will hover over you. God will create 
the Child, so he will be called the Son of God.” 

Mary was still confused. But although she did not understand, she trusted in God’s love. She 
said, “Here I am, the Lord’s servant. Let it be done as you say.” 

Then Gabriel vanished. 

(Remove angel.) 

Think about how Zechariah responded to Gabriel. Think about how Mary responded. How were 
they different? 
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● matches 
● 2 figures (1 robed and belted as angel) 

● 1 medium box 



 

Are there things about God and his ways that confuse you? How is God calling you to trust in his 
love? Let’s respond, “Here I am, Lord, your servant.” 

SONG: “O Holy Night” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpXjvKjYVl8  
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Week Four: LOVE          Night 3 

Joseph’s Dream 
(Matthew 1) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be…light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns our tears…into 
songs of joy. And where there is shame, God holds us…in his love. 

(Again, set up a medium box for Nazareth and a figure next to it.) 

Do you remember the name of the town where Mary lived? Nazareth. 

The angel Gabriel had recently visited her. Do you remember the angel’s message? She would 
give birth to the promised king of Israel, the Son of God. Mary was going to have a miracle 
child! Remember Sarah? She had a miracle child, too, because she was too old to have children. 
But Mary was too young. She was planning to have babies with her husband, but they were not 
married yet. That’s how babies were normally made—in the love of marriage. But this baby was 
extra-special. God created life within her. 

God, who had breathed life into the first man, had just breathed life into her! 

(Place other figures and other houses.) 

Exciting news, but would anyone believe her? An unmarried woman in Nazareth was not 
supposed to get pregnant. And if one did, the town would shame that woman. Mary might lose 
her friends. Even worse, she might lose her fiancé, Joseph! She was afraid, but of course she 
had to tell him. And her parents. 

(Move one of the neighbor figures next to Mary.) 

Joseph loved Mary. But her story—it was too hard to believe. And what would people think if 
he married a woman who was already pregnant? Was his love strong enough for that? Strong 
enough to accept her mystery child and raise him as his own? He told them that he must think 
it over. 

(Move Joseph figure back to his house.) 

Mary had always wanted to raise a family with a husband. Would God’s love be enough if 
Joseph rejected her? The Lord had given her a miracle, but was he taking away a dream? 
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● matches 
● 3 medium boxes 
● 1 felt cloth for one town 

● 1 small box lid 
● 6 or more figures (1 robed and belted 

as an angel) 



 

(Place a small lid upside-down on top of Joseph’s house. Lay him in it.) 

Joseph was asking questions, too. He thought he knew Mary. He had dreamed of spending the 
rest of their lives together. Now it seemed best to call off the wedding. Or was it possible…that 
Mary was telling the truth? Wondering these things, Joseph fell asleep. 

(Place an angel figure -- with white robe and twine belt -- at the foot of his bed.) 

And he dreamed a dream that no man had ever dreamed. An angel appeared to him and said, 
“Do not be afraid, Joseph, to take Mary as your wife. Do not be afraid of what people will think. 
Love her well. For the child within her has been created by the Holy Spirit. Name him ‘Jesus,’ for 
he will save the world from sin. He is the promised one, Immanuel—‘God with us.’” 

(Remove angel. Prop Joseph figure up. Move him back to Mary’s house while talking.) 

Joseph awoke the next morning with a sense of wonder, confusion, and excitement. He hurried 
to Mary and told her about his dream. There was no doubt about their marriage now. Growing 
inside Mary was a child whose perfect love could drive away fear. No matter what the town 
would think, no matter what the world would think, God loved them. Indeed, God loved the 
whole world—so much that he was entering the world to save it. Yes, God’s love was enough. 

When have you been embarrassed or afraid of what others might think? Is God’s love enough 
for you? 

SONG: “O Holy Night” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpXjvKjYVl8  
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Week Four: LOVE          Night 4 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 
(Luke 1) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be…light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns our tears…into 
songs of joy. And where there is shame, God holds us…in his love. 

(Set up a large felt cloth and medium box for Nazareth and a large felt cloth and medium 
box for another town. Place small boxes as other houses around the medium boxes. Set 
Mary and Elizabeth next to a house in the 2 separate towns. Each figure could have clay 
attached to show pregnancy. Place an angel figure next to Mary.) 

This is a small city called Nazareth. Do you remember who this is? Mary. The angel Gabriel had 
just told her she would give birth to the Son of God, the everlasting king. But this would be hard 
for Mary. She was not married yet. 

(Remove the angel figure.) 

After the angel Gabriel visited Mary, she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth in the hill country of 
Judea. 

(Move Mary up and down “hills” towards Elizabeth.) 

When they met, Elizabeth said, “What have I done to deserve this? The mother of my Lord visits 
me? As soon as I heard your voice, I felt the child in my womb leap for joy!” 

See, the Spirit of God was with John even while he was in his mother’s womb. 

And Mary sang a song about God’s faithful love: 

“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 
    How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 
For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, 
    and from now on all generations will call me blessed. 
For the Mighty One is holy, 
    and he has done great things for me. 
He shows mercy from generation to generation 
    to all who fear him. 
His mighty arm has done tremendous things! 
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● matches 
● 2 medium and 4 small boxes 
● 2 felt cloths for 2 towns 

● 4 figures (1 angel figure with robe and belt) 
● clay (attached to belly of 2 figures) 



 

    He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. 
He has brought down princes from their thrones 
    and exalted the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away with empty hands. 
He has helped his servant Israel 
    and remembered to be merciful. 
For he made this promise to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and his children forever.” 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth and Zechariah for about three months. 

(Place Zechariah near Elizabeth.) 

The two women, Mary and Elizabeth, rejoiced together. They knew they were blessed because 
they believed the word of the Lord. 

Let’s think about times when we have been lonely or afraid, and let’s take turns saying, “I 
believe in the love of God.” 

SONG: “O Holy Night” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpXjvKjYVl8  
  

44 



 

Week Four: LOVE    (Christmas Eve) Night 5 

The Journey to Bethlehem 
(Luke 2) 

 

When life is dark, there is always hope. Because where there is darkness, God lets there 
be…light. And where there is hate or hurt, God makes...peace. And God turns our tears…into 
songs of joy. And where there is shame, God holds us…in his love. 

(Put down red cloth and stack boxes as a Roman palace in the west. Place colored fabrics 
for different nations, green for Israel in the east. Place a small box for Nazareth in the 
north and a small box lid for Bethlehem in the south.) 

Remember who ruled the world at this time? The Romans. All these nations were under their 
control. All of this was their empire, the Roman Empire. And the Romans believed they had 
established peace. They called it “Pax Romana,” Roman Peace. 

To them, peace meant no one could fight because no one could beat them at war. Roman 
Peace. Each nation could rule itself as long as its people paid taxes to the Emperor and did what 
he said. Do you know what they called the emperor? Caesar. 

(Place figure.) 

Caesar Augustus wanted to be sure he was collecting enough taxes. He decided to count the 
number of people in his empire. So in each land people had to register their names. Including 
this nation. Can you guess which nation this is? Israel. 

(Place two figures in Nazareth in the North, one with a clay belly if possible.) 

Mary and Joseph had to be counted too. Do you know where they lived? Nazareth. But they 
could not be registered in Nazareth because Israel had a peculiar tradition. To be counted, 
people had to travel back to the hometown of their ancestors. 

I bet you know what town Mary and Joseph had to travel to. The little town of Bethlehem. The 
distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 90 miles. That's a five days' walk. Mary was, 
well, very pregnant. Do you think it's a good idea for her to travel a long way? 

I wonder how they got there. On a donkey? On foot? They were too poor for much else. 
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● matches 
● 1 large, 2 medium, and 1 small box 

○ you can add other boxes for towns 
● felt cloths: red, green, other colors 

● 1 medium box lid 
● 4 figures (including 1 child) 
● Puff ball animals 
● clay 



 

(Move the figures along with a gray or brown puff ball for a donkey. You can move them 
altogether on a box lid if that’s easier for you.) 

Five days. That meant they had to set up camp at night. Was it scary? What if the journey got 
too hard for Mary? What if she had to give birth right there on the roadside? Where was the 
hospital? Who would help? 

Finally, after five days, they made it to Bethlehem, exhausted! But they were not the only ones 
who had traveled so far. The town was packed! Mary was about to give birth but had no place 
to stay. The best they could find was someone’s backyard stable. 

(Remove the towns. Place a larger box on its side for the stable. Place some puff ball 
animals inside. Place the family inside. Place a small upside-down box lid as the manger.) 

And so, while Caesar slept in his palace, wrapped in the finest silk sheets, here in a smelly 
corner of a small town, the King of Israel will be born. They will wrap him in cheap cloth and lay 
him down to sleep in a feeding trough… tomorrow. 

SONG: “O Holy Night” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpXjvKjYVl8   
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Christmastide    (Christmas Day) Night 1 

The Shepherds 
(Luke 2) 

 

 

(Starting on Christmas, reverse the order of the candle lighting. Say:) 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great—(strike match for Christ candle)—light. For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 

(Then light the other candles as you say:) 

“He fills the world with God’s love… God’s joy…and God’s peace. So because of Jesus, there is 
always, always…hope.” 

(Remove last night’s colored cloths and palace boxes. Place several green cloths to 
expand the Bethlehem area; with the stable, manger, and family remaining. Add white 
fluff balls as sheep and both adult and child figures as shepherds.) 

About that time, just outside Bethlehem, some shepherds were watching their sheep as usual. 
Do you know what most people thought of shepherds? Poor, dumb, stinky, low. But that's not 
what God thought. The very first people to hear the greatest news ever were these “lowly” 
shepherds. 

(Hold angel figure with white robe in the sky.) 

The night sky suddenly grew bright around them and an angel of the Lord appeared. They were 
terrified, like seeing a ghost. But the angel said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy. Today is born to you in the town of David, the Savior, the promised King of Israel, the 
Lord. You will find him wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” Then all the stars 
became brighter and larger as a host of angels filled the sky, praising the Lord with loud voices 
that echoed in the hills: “Glory to God in the highest! Peace and goodwill to all!” 

(Remove angel figure. Move shepherds to the stable. You can move them altogether on 
a box lid.) 

The shepherds rushed to Bethlehem and found the place where Jesus lay. And like the angels, 
they gave glory to God. 
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● matches 
● several green cloths 
● 10 figures (including 3 children, and 

an angel figure with a white robe) 

● 1 large box 
● 1 medium and 1 small box lid 
● several white puff ball sheep 



 

See how God entered his world? 

Caesar had soldiers keeping watch over him. Baby Jesus had shepherds. The Roman Peace 
came through wealth and power. God’s peace came through humility and love. 

(Gesture to each candle in turn.) 

And so it happened, like the prophets had said: all our hope and peace and joy would come at 
last through the loving Shepherd King. 

Let’s rejoice with them! 

SING: Carols 
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Christmastide            Night 2 

Jesus Presented in the Temple 
(Luke 2) 

 

(Continue to reverse the order of the candle lighting.) 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great—(strike match for Christ candle)—light. For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 

(Then light the other candles as you say:) 

“He fills the world with God’s love… God’s joy…and God’s peace. So because of Jesus, there is 
always, always…hope.” 

(Set up the temple: medium box upside-down, 8 figures as pillars, an upside-down lid on 
top. Set up the temple courtyard: tan or gray cloth with several small boxes as booths 
along the edges.) 

Remember this place? The holy temple. Since the time of Abraham and Moses, God had been 
calling his people out from the wicked nations around them. To follow God’s ways, not their 
own selfish desires. Israel was to be different. And their children were to be different too. 

(At one of the courtyard boxes, create a line of parent figures, each with a baby. Place a 
priest figure. Place two more figures in two different corners of the courtyard, Simeon 
and Anna.) 

The tradition was for parents to take their baby, 40 days after his birth, to the temple in 
Jerusalem. There, one of the priests met with them to perform a ceremony, a baby dedication. 
And that is what Joseph and Mary did. But while waiting their turn, an old man walked up. 

(Move Simeon toward them.) 

Some of the people waiting in line recognized the man. They knew him as a good man who 
loved the Lord and hoped in God’s salvation. The old man’s name was Simeon. There was 
something about Simeon that most people didn’t know. Long ago, the Holy Spirit had spoken to 
him. He had said that before Simeon died he would see the face of the promised king. And this 
particular day, the Holy Spirit led him to the temple. When he saw Mary and Joseph’s baby, he 
hurried over. 

(Move Simeon to Jesus. Hold Simeon and Jesus together, like the shape of a cross.) 
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● matches 
● 1 medium and 4 small boxes 
● tan or gray cloth 

● 20 figures  
○ including 3 children 
○ 8 figures as temple pillars 



 

He cradled baby Jesus in his arms. With a big smile, he looked up to heaven and rejoiced, “O 
Lord, now I can die in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation—for Israel and all the 
world!” What were Mary and Joseph thinking? Apparently it wasn’t only angels who knew 
about their baby. God had told this man, too. 

Then Simeon looked at Jesus’ parents. Filled with joy, he blessed them. But then his face got 
serious, as if in pain. He said to Mary, “So much depends upon this boy. Many will rise, many 
will fall. And you, too, will be pierced, to your very soul.” 

(Give the Jesus figure back to Mary. Gesture to the Anna figure in the corner.) 

The Holy Spirit spoke to someone else that day. An old prophet named Anna. She lived in the 
temple, praying there day and night. She was 84 years old. 

(Move the Anna figure over to baby Jesus) 

She came to baby Jesus and adored him. Not because he was cute. But, because he was God’s 
king. Being a prophet, she told everyone who would listen that this was the one—the promised 
one who would set us free. 

Whom can you tell about Jesus? 

SING: chorus of “Oh Come All Ye Faithful” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQgcAI8DHNc 
and/or “Go Tell It on the Mountain” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfsfjhLmsDQ  
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Christmastide            Night 3 

Wise Men Visit King Herod 
(Matthew 2) 

 

(Continue to reverse the order of the candle lighting.) 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great—(strike match for Christ candle)—light. For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 

(Then light the other candles as you say:) 

“He fills the world with God’s love… God’s joy…and God’s peace. So because of Jesus, there is 
always, always…hope.” 

(Place a brown cloth in the east with three figures on it. Place a tan cloth as desert 
between east and west. In the west, on green cloth, stack boxes as a palace. Place a 
figure on top. On the far west side of the green cloth, place a medium box on it’s side 
with no lid. In it place two adult figures and a child figure.) 

These men were very wise. All their lives they had studied books. Books upon books. And stars, 
too. Stars upon stars. They believed the stars could tell them important things. 

(Hover your hand above the Christ candle.) 

One night, there appeared in the sky a bright and brilliant star! It was the night of Jesus’ birth. 
One of their books had told them that a star like this would be the sign of a special king. A new 
King of the Jews. So they prepared themselves for a long journey. 

(Add tan/brown fluff balls for camels. Add tiny boxes or objects as gifts. Move camels, 
gifts, and wise men across the desert to the palace. Using a box lid can make moving 
them together easier.) 

The wise men followed the star west across the desert. They traveled for days, for weeks, until 
they arrived in Israel. They assumed that an important king would be born in the nation’s 
capital, so they went to Jerusalem. The king at that time was named Herod. 

These men from the East were both wise and wealthy, so they looked important to people like 
King Herod—people who seek power and riches. So King Herod agreed to see them. 

(Move the wise men up to the king’s palace.) 
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● matches 
● 1 large and 1 medium box 
● 3 tiny boxes or objects as gifts 

● 11 figures (including 1 child) 
● brown, tan, and green felt cloths 
● 3 tan or brown puff ball camels 



 

They asked King Herod, “Where is this child who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his 
star and would like to visit him.” 

(Hover your hand above Herod.) 

How do you suppose King Herod felt? Madly jealous. Who had the nerve to declare another 
king? He had the power and did not want to share it. He had to put a stop to this! 

(Begin placing figures up in the palace, behind the king, on the opposite side of the wise 
men.) 

So Herod called together his own wise men—priests and teachers and people who read big 
books. He asked, “Where is the Messiah to be born?” One of them quoted a verse from the 
prophet Micah: “O little town of Bethlehem, out of you will come Israel’s king, the Ancient 
One.” 

King Herod turned back to the wise men from the East. He said, “Go to Bethlehem and search 
for the child. When you find him, bring me word so that I—ahem—may…pay him a little visit.” 

(Move the wise men toward the home in Bethlehem.) 

And so the wise men set out, following the star to Bethlehem. They were seeking the king of 
heaven and earth. But King Herod was seeking power and riches—to keep them for himself. 

What are you seeking? What are you hoping and longing for? 

Let us pray to be wise. To seek Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth. To seek his love, joy, and 
peace—and share them with all. 
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Christmastide            Night 4 

Flight into Egypt 
(Matthew 2) 

 

(Continue to reverse the order of the candle lighting.) 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great—(strike match for Christ candle)—light. For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 

(Then light the other candles as you say:) 

“He fills the world with God’s love… God’s joy…and God’s peace. So because of Jesus, there is 
always, always…hope.” 

(Create the same set-up as last time: place a brown cloth in the east with three figures, 3 
tan/brown puff balls, and 3 tiny boxes or objects as gifts on it. Place a tan cloth as desert 
between the east and west. In the west, on green cloth, stack boxes as a palace. Place a 
figure on top. On the far west side of the green cloth, place a medium box on it’s side. In 
it place two adult figures and a child figure.) 

(With one hand, move the wise men toward Jerusalem, following the lit Christ candle 
“star” that you can move across for them to follow. It may be easiest to use a box lid to 
move the wise men and their caravan.) 

Remember, the wise men from the East followed Christ’s star to Israel. They met with King 
Herod in Jerusalem, who told them the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. So, they 
continued on their journey until they found the place where the star had stopped. 

(If able, place the Christ candle next to the house.) 

When they found the house where the holy family was staying, the wise men were overjoyed. 

(Place wise men inside the house.) 

When they laid eyes on Jesus, king of heaven and earth, they immediately knelt before him. 

(Dip each wise man forward in front of Jesus. Set down 3 tiny boxes or objects as gifts.) 

They presented King Jesus with very precious gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
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● matches 
● 1 large and 2 medium boxes 
● 1 medium & 1 small box lid 
● 3 tiny boxes or objects as gifts 

● 8 figures (including 1 child & 1 robed 
and belted angel figure) 

● brown, tan, and green felt cloths 
● 3 tan or brown puff ball camels 



 

(Place all figures on their sides, asleep.) 

That night when the wise men slept, they had a dream: it was something scary about King 
Herod! They understood they must stay away from Herod and go home a different way. 

(Return the wise men to the East, keeping away from the palace. Place the white robed 
angel figure at the foot of Joseph’s bed.) 

Soon after they left, Joseph had a dream, too. An angel was shaking him, “Get up, Joseph! Get 
up! King Herod is about to come. Hurry! Take Mary and Jesus to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you.” 

(Remove the angel figure.) 

Joseph woke up in a sweat. He instantly obeyed. He and Mary gathered up the few things they 
had. 

(Add a gray or brown fluff ball as a donkey. Place another tan, green, or brown cloth to 
the south. Move the family toward it.) 

And by cover of night, Joseph led his family on another long journey. Their homeland was no 
longer safe. They were refugees, hoping that the Egyptians would allow them to stay in Egypt. 
But their ultimate trust was in God. They knew he was with them. 

Indeed, he was riding on their donkey, in Mary’s lap! Immanuel, God with us. The King of kings 
had entered the world through a poor girl in a run-down stable. The Lord of lords had slept on 
hay. And now the Prince of Peace was a refugee. But the Egyptians welcomed them with 
kindness. And with the gold from the wise men, they were able to rent a home. 

(Place a medium box on it’s side in Egypt. Put the family in it. Put child Jesus in a small 
box lid.) 

One night, while Jesus was asleep, Mary and Joseph wondered together. All that the prophets 
had said seemed to be coming true. 

(Gesture to the different nations.) 

The Son of God had come to save the nations in the East. He’d come to save the nations here in 
the South, too. The angels had said it. Simeon had said it, too. Their child, the Savior of Israel, 
was indeed the Savior of all the world. They looked at him. 

I wonder what baby Jesus was dreaming just then…. 

Was he dreaming of all the babies yet to be born? Of all the languages that would tell his story? 
Was he dreaming of you and me, telling his story right now? 

(Gesture to each candle when mentioned) 
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The story of Jesus’ coming is done. Advent and Christmas are past. In the next church season 
(Epiphany), we will watch how Jesus invites everyone to follow him, and we will see more of 
what his kingdom is like—his kingdom of love, joy, peace, and hope. 

Let us celebrate one last time! 

SONG: “Joy to the World” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5oVqRENeeM  
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